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Far from the
Madding Crowd
Twenty-seven luxury villas you’ll never want to leave

Villa Hortensia,
Lošinj, Croatia
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Uncover a new corner of the
Adriatic at Villa Hortensia, located
on the picturesque Croatian isle of
Lošinj. The three-storey, ten-bedroom
residence dates back to the Belle Époque
of the Austro-Hungarian era, and has an
unrivalled seafront location. Everything
here is as you could wish for: there’s a
butler to see to your every need; a chef to
cook up daily feasts of fish straight from
local boats; and a sommelier to help you
choose the perfect wine from the cellar of
over 400 bottles. Work up a sweat in the
fitness area, enjoy an al fresco massage
by the sea, or head next door to the
luxury Hotel Bellevue to take advantage
of its spa treatments.
BOOK IT: Sleeps 24, from €61,100 per
week full board. losinj-hotels.com

4

THE HOUSE OF THE
BLUE BALCONY,
Cartegena, Colombia

Step through the doors of
history into this townhouse in
Colombia’s (delightfully car-free) cultural
capital, which has been meticulously
restored. On the ground floor life revolves
around a leafy central courtyard with a
swimming pool, but ascend for a lofty
swim in the second pool and you’ll
be rewarded with panoramic views.
Explore the 16th-century city by foot –
all Italianate fountains and colonnaded
walkways – before heading out of the
city walls to discover secluded beaches
licked by the Caribbean Sea, (a boat and
skipper is available with the house).
BOOK IT: Sleeps 16, from £20,175 per
week. merrioncharles.com

7

VILLA MAÇAKIZI,
Bodrum, Turkey

A ten-minute sail away from the
Turkish Riviera’s most razzle
dazzle hotel, Maçakizi , this
newly opened private villa offers all the
stardust and perks of its mothership,
but in utter privacy. Ten sea-view suites,
a pool, spa and fitness centre keep the
most demanding of guests both active
and relaxed, when they’re not basking
on their own private beach or exploring
the glorious coastline in the superyacht
(it has hosted everyone from Princess
Margaret to Hillary Clinton). You’ll be
looked after by chef Carlo Bernardini,
who will bring you mouthwatering
Mediterranean food at every opportunity.
BOOK IT: Sleeps 20, from €19,500 per
night B&B. villamacakizi.com

2

NICARAGUA PRIVATE
ISLAND, Nicaragua

You’re not being greedy by
renting this 1.5 acre piece
of paradise off the coast of
Nicaragua; frankly you wouldn’t want
anyone else around (apart from a private
chef, perhaps, available on request).
Everything you expect from a first-class
stay can be arranged (massages, yoga,
fishing etc), if you can tear yourself away
from the hanging beds, hammocks or
infinity pool, that is. On the mainland (a
20-minute boat ride away), there’s hiking,
wildlife spotting, boating and riding, plus
all the glories of Lake Nicaragua, with
everything from walking in cloud forests
and swimming in lagoon crater lakes to
ziplining down the side of a volcano.
BOOK IT: Sleeps eight, from €667 per
night (min. three). welcomebeyond.com

5

VILLA HIBISCUS,
BodyHoliday, Saint Lucia

If you’ve been missing your
fitness fix or just need a heavy
dose of self-care, St Lucia’s
BodyHoliday (recently voted the best
spa in the Caribbean) has just launched
Hibiscus. This plush new villa allows
guests to indulge in everything that
the fabled resort offers (including
new programmes such as Covid
Convalescence – to target and strengthen
the respiratory system) but with a little
more social distancing as standard. It’s
the best of both worlds: a relaxing villa
holiday, while giving your mind and body
a full workout, dipping in as much or as
little as you feel like.
BOOK IT: Sleeps six, from $3,888 per
night. thebodyholiday.com

8

HENRY’S
TOWNHOUSE, London

Recently restored in a manner
befitting its Upper Berkeley
Street neighbours, Henry’s
Townhouse is the latest project from
Jane and Steven Collins (also behind
the Cotswolds’ Temple Guiting Manor).
The former home of Jane Austen’s ‘own
particular little brother’, this Georgian
residence has had the 2021 treatment
with delicious meals served in The Pantry
and seven bedrooms designed by Russell
Sage Studio. In the Carriage snug, you
might also spy a couple of Jane Austen
first editions and an original copy of her
brother’s Oxford journal, The Loiterer.
We think Henry would approve.
BOOK IT: Sleeps 14, from £4,950 per
night. henrystownhouse.co.uk

3

VILLA FAVORITA,
Umbria, Italy

Skilfully combining Italian charm
with luxurious contemporary
amenities, this traditional stone
house can be found in a leafy valley
where Umbria and Tuscany meet. You’ll
enjoy the peaceful seclusion of this
quintessential Italian setting, and the
five bedroom and five bathrooms make
it ideal for hosting extended family or
friends. The large, landscaped gardens
contain a heated pool, with views out
over the verdant landscape, and a
covered terrace for dining al fresco.
There’s also a traditional pizza oven
for you to practice your Italian cooking,
plus a state-of-the-art gym to burn it
all off again.
BOOK IT: Sleeps ten, from £6,323
per week. cvvillas.com

6

LA MAISON
D’ESTOURNEL,
Bordeaux, France

Oenophiles and budding
viticulturists staying at La Maison
d’Estournel will have more than enough
to keep them occupied on 200 acres of
vineyards and gardens at the adjoining
Le Cos d’Estournel estate. The surrounding
countryside of Bordeaux is an idyllic
setting for this historic château, which was
built in 1791 by Louis Gaspard d’Estournel,
nicknamed Maharajah of Saint-Estèphe
for his love of the Orient. When you’re
not talking long finishes and sampling the
Chateau’s own 20-year-old vintage in the
magnificent cellar, soothe stresses in the
vast swimming pool, steam room or library.
BOOK IT: Sleeps 16, from £17,276
per night. michelreybierhospitality.com

9

VILLA DU LAC,
La Réserve, Geneva

Following a pause in popularity,
the early 19th-century trend for a
convalescent getaway is having
a resurgence – and where better to do it
than on the shores of Lake Geneva, looking
out over the Alps? Fringed by landscaped
gardens with its own outdoor swimming
pool, La Villa du Lac is part of La Réserve
Hotel & Spa, benefitting from both private
Rémi Tessier-designed interiors and access
to the hotel’s Nescens medispa. In addition
to a private fitness area, a team of medical
and nutrition specialists, therapists and
coaches are on hand to whip you into tiptop shape. By the time checkout arrives,
you’ll feel as fresh as a daisy.
BOOK IT: Sleeps six, from £11,826 per
night. michelreybierhospitality.com
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10

THE CHARM
OF CASCAIS,
Cascais, Portugal

Pre-Covid this stylish
Portuguese property
operated as a hotel, but these days it’s
focusing on hosting private groups.
Located in a quiet area of Cascais, with
no neighbouring villas, you can guarantee
total tranquillity here. It’s well suited to
multi-generational family holidays, with
plenty to offer all ages. Take a dip in
the outdoor pool, enjoy breakfast while
soaking up the beautiful garden views
or take a break from the sun in the living
room, which has a pool table and a
fireplace. There are also eight suites, each
with its own bathroom, all designed to
feel like a home away from home.
BOOK IT: Sleeps 16, from €1,500
per night. thecharmofcascais.com

13

CHEVAL BLANC
RANDHELI
PRIVATE ISLAND,
Maldives

There’s a high bar for great
views in Maldives, but the bird’s-eye
panoramas from the master suite of
Cheval Blanc Randheli Private Island are
up there. If you don’t nab the top room
though, fear not: there are plenty of other
vistas to feast your eyes on, with private
beaches and tropical gardens on your
doorstep. And if you fancy heading out
on the water, a fleet of traditional Dhoni
boats are available for private excursions
throughout the atoll. Elsewhere, you’ll
find meditation pavilions, a private spa
treatment room and a fitness centre.
BOOK IT: Sleeps eight, £POA.
chevalblanc.com

PHOTOS: SUNSHINE FERRADURA; 62 NORD

16

ISLA SA
FERRADURA, Ibiza

If total privacy is what
you’re after, Isla Sa
Ferradura will certainly fit
the bill, set on its own islet in a nature
reserve off the north coast of Ibiza.
Arrive by boat to see the 35,000 sq/m
property from its most impressive angle:
a vision in white surrounded by sparkling
blue and lush greenery. Once ashore,
you’ll be met by a team of 22 staff ready
to cater to your every whim. Fancy a
cocktail party on the roof terrace?
A massage at the Oriental-style spa?
A table at a fully booked restaurant in
Ibiza? Nothing is out of the question
at this dream peninsula.
BOOK IT: Sleeps 12, from
€250,000 per week. islaferradura.com

11

OWNER’S CABIN
AT 62 NORD, Island
of Giske, Norway

Escape to Norway’s
sequestered Island of Giske
for the ultimate secluded getaway. And
where better to pitch up than at the
Owner’s Cabin in Staurneset, a luxury
three-bedroom hideaway surrounded
by the Nordic Sea. Arrive by helicopter
and succumb to simplicity at this whitewashed bolthole, where you’ll delight
in delicious Norwegian dishes curated
by a private chef and indulge in a little
adventure – kayak, anyone? Local guides
will assist you in exploring the historic
area (once home to a number of Viking
families) where you can soak up the
scenery – and perhaps spot a seal, or two.
BOOK IT: Sleeps six, from approx.
£517 per night. 62.no/en

14

VILLA
BREAKWATER,
Lake Como, Italy

For unrivalled views of
Lake Como, head to Villa
Breakwater in Griante. The waterfront
villa once served as a boatyard for the
Cranchi family, but in 2014 the space was
transformed into a guesthouse. Elements
of its former life remain, however, creating
a modern feel that’s accentuated by the
floor-to-ceiling windows, wood panelling
and industrial-chic interiors. You’ll find an
array of impressive facilities, including a
lakeside swimming pool, spa, library and
wine cellar. A concierge, housekeeping,
chef and waiter are included for eight
hours a day, too.
BOOK IT: Sleeps 14, £POA.
merrioncharles.com

17

SUNSET COVE,
Watch Hill,
Rhode Island, USA

Part of the Ocean House
collection of Rhode Island
cottages, Sunset Cove is a cut above the
rest with a saltwater pool, shallow-water
dock and beautiful river vista to call its
own. An ideal rental for families visiting
the New England state, the four-bedroom
property (with the addition of a ‘bunk
room’) will delight with its contemporary,
yet cosy interiors. From the living room,
a set of inviting French doors lead to a
decking area with views across Little
Narragansett Bay. Plus, the Ocean House
hotel’s Forbes five-star spa and Coast
restaurant are right on your doorstep.
BOOK IT: Sleeps ten, from $3,000 per
night, plus taxes. oceanhouseri.com

12

ULTIMA CORFU,
Corfu, Greece

Revelling in its ultra-private,
cliffside location with epic
views, chic relaxation is
the order of the day at this sprawling
1,000 sq/m villa. Wander from one infinity
pool to the other, get hot in the gym,
destress in the spa (you can even opt for
a tweakment – you’re in the perfect place
for some downtime) or just lap up the
stunning blue sea from every vista. The
architecture intrigues, built as it is over
several floors, but a glass lift seamlessly
transports you from house to private
dock if you don’t fancy the walk. There’s
a private yacht to charter and a chopper
to get you there in style. Let the dream
holiday commence.
BOOK IT: Sleeps 12, from £87,514
per week. ultimacollection.com

15

VILLA DEL FARO,
Syracuse, Sicily

A one-of-a-kind property,
Sicily’s Villa del Faro
was originally built as a
lighthouse in 1912. Now renovated to an
exceptional standard, the three-bedroom
Italian bolthole enjoys sea views reaching
to Mount Etna (best observed from
the majolica-tiled roof terrace), plus a
chromotherapy jacuzzi and access to the
beach. Located in Brucoli, a picturesque
Sicilian fishing village, the former
lighthouse exudes modern elegance,
with a sumptuous, contemporary design;
think chic marble tabletops, whitewashed
walls, and a ground-floor fireplace for
chillier evenings.
BOOK IT: Sleeps six, from €4,000 per
week. sicily4u.co.uk

18

VILLA SA PUNTA DE
S’AGUILA, Mallorca

Ocean views, elegant
interiors, and a heated
15-metre swimming pool are
just some of the features to be enjoyed at
this Mediterranean villa. Situated above
the Mallorcan coastline, near the village
of Banyalbufar, the traditionally designed
residence is destined for family and friends
to enjoy with its five spacious double ensuite bedrooms (each with its own private
terrace) and expansive outdoor areas,
ideal for languorous lounging and al fresco
dining. There’s even the option to have
your own private chef to cook up a buffetstyle lunch and bespoke three-course
dinner, all with locally sourced produce.
BOOK IT: Sleeps ten, from €17,150 per
week. fishandpips.co.uk
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19

CHÂTEAU
CAPITOUL,
LanguedocRoussillon, France

Gourmands rejoice: this
is the holiday for you. Nestled in the
Languedoc-Roussillon region, Château
Capitoul is a working wine estate just
three kilometres from the azure blue of
the Mediterranean sea. There are 44 villas
to choose from, each combining natural
and reclaimed materials with a clever
use of space and light. They all have
private gardens, terraces and fantastic
views. As well as wine tasting, there’s
the Mediterraneo fine dining restaurant
and the luxurious Cinq Mondes spa in the
nearby château, plus acres of gardens
and miles of walking and cycling trails.
BOOK IT: From €550 per night in a twobed house. chateaucapitoul.com

22

VILLA AGAVE,
Dubrovnik, Croatia

Villa Agave is perched
on a clifftop in the
historic city of Dubrovnik,
offering guests a panoramic view of
Lokrum Island and the Old Town. The villa
sits on the remains of the 16th-century
chapel of St. Lazarus and was originally
the summer house of the 19th-century
English archaeologist, Sir Arthur Evans.
Experiences include private yacht
sailing around the Elafiti Islands, a boat
trip through the labyrinth of marshes,
wetlands and lagoons of Neretva Valley,
known as the ‘Garden of Dubrovnik’,
a dune buggy safari along the rugged
coastline or a day trip to Montenegro.
BOOK IT: Sleeps six, from €4,000
per night. adriaticluxuryhotels.com

25

BODRUM LOFT,
Bodrum, Turkey

This just-launched
collection of 36 villas
will be your home-awayfrom-home. The villas form a sun-kissed
Aegean village in a private bay. Ranging
from two- to four-bedroom options, they
each offer a swimming pool and gardens,
housekeeping and room service, as well
as access to fine-dining restaurants, spa
and private beach. However, Bodrum
Loft’s elegant, thoughtful design is what
stands out: green roofs are used to
collect rainwater for irrigation, and the
natural rocks used in its construction are
coated with an ancient Aegean recipe of
hay and olive oil.
BOOK IT: Sleeps four, from €2,750 per
week. bodrumloft.com.tr

20

COTTAR’S BUSH
VILLA, Kenya

Check off your bucket list
in style at Cottar’s Bush
Villa. The outstanding
private home enjoys awe-inspiring views
overlooking Kenya’s savannah and further
out towards the Olderekesi Hills. Ideal
for travelling with family and friends, the
house – designed by the Cottar family
with sustainable, locally sourced materials
– has five en-suite bedrooms, a viewing
deck and a 25-metre pool. For those with
a thirst for adventure, a private guide and
safari vehicle will enable you to explore
the surrounding wildlife, whilst river
swimming, bush walks and conservation
experiences can also be enjoyed.
BOOK IT: Sleeps 12, from £7,430 per
week per person, including activities and
full board. aardvarksafaris.co.uk

23

CRYSTAL
SPRINGS,
Barbados

From its beach-front
location and tropical
gardens to its infinity pool, Crystal
Springs is a real gem on Barbados’s west
coast. The ten-bedroom villa comes with
a staff of chefs, butlers, housekeepers
and boat captain, and is conveniently
located between vibrant Holetown and
historic Speightstown. And if you can tear
yourself from the white beach and crystal
blue Caribbean sea (you’ll have use of
the speed boat, plus its water skis, wake
board, snorkels and kayak), there’s also
a home cinema and gym on site, plus
tennis and golf facilities nearby.
BOOK IT: Sleeps 20, from £4,815 per
night. worldwidedreamvillas.com

26

NORTH LODGE
COWORTH PARK,
Ascot, UK

Set on the outskirts of
Coworth Park’s beautiful
240-acre grounds, North Lodge (a Grade
II-listed cottage) makes for the ideal
summer escape, complete with private
driveway, three spacious bedrooms, snug,
living room, dining room, kitchen (with
optional private chef), and garden with
outdoor dining area. In addition to their
private haven, guests of North Lodge
can make the most of Michelin-star
dining at Restaurant Coworth Park led
by executive chef Adam Smith, awardwinning afternoon tea in the Drawing
Room, and world-class spa facilities.
BOOK IT: Sleeps six, from £4,200
per night. dorchestercollection.com

21

VILLA AT,
Corfu, Greece

As soon as you arrive at Villa
AT, I can assure you you’ll
never want to leave. Built
on Corfu’s majestic north-west coast
near Nissaki, the six-bedroom villa has
panoramic views over to Albania to the
east (the UNESCO World Heritage site of
Butrint in full view), and mainland Greece
and the Ionian islands to the south. You
can choose to spend your holiday simply
drinking in this view from the terrace, or
you can splash about in the split-level
waterfall pool, or work on your zen in the
yoga pavilion, followed by a session in the
hammam. If you can bear to leave, there’s
a private jetty from where you can explore
this rugged coastline in the villa’s yacht.
BOOK IT: Sleeps 12, from €35,000
per week, fivestargreece.com

24

VILLA ROXA,
Zakynthos, Greece

This sublime four-bedroom
villa on the mesmerising
Ionian isle of Zakynthos
is a real dream come true for travellers
escaping their everyday lives. It sits on the
island’s azure west coast, meaning glorious
sunsets are a given. Built from traditional
stone, it has an inviting infinity pool, as well
as a sunken poolside bar, al fresco dining
area and barbecue, where you can feast on
produce from the villa’s organic vegetable
garden and eggs from the free-range
chickens. To top it all off, it’s also ecofriendly, with solar panels for hot water,
a rainwater collection system, organic
toiletries and triple glazing throughout.
BOOK IT: Sleeps eight, from €4,410 per
week. thethinkingtraveller.com

27

VILLA
FOS,
Corfu, Greece

Escape into your own
private idyll at Villa
Fos, a much-sought-after luxury villa
overlooking the beautiful bay of Kalámi
on Corfu’s north-east coast. Here you’ll
spend your days swimming in the heated
infinity pool, basking on a choice of
terraces (all with magnificent sea views)
or enjoying a dinner from the villa’s
private chef as the sun goes down. If
you can tear yourself away, then lunch
and cocktails at the nearby White House
(home to Gerald and Lawrence Durrell
in the 1930s, and now a popular taverna)
is a must-do.
BOOK IT: Sleeps 12, from €12,500
per week. villacollective.com n
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